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STG Mission: 
Making performances and arts education in the Pacific Northwest 
enriching, while keeping Seattle’s historic Paramount, Moore, and 

Neptune Theatres healthy and vibrant.

Disney Musicals In Schools is produced by Seattle Theatre Group’s 
Education & Community Programs Department.

911 Pine St. Seattle, WA 98101
www.stgpresents.org

Seattle Theatre Group (STG) s a 501©(3) non-profit arts organization. 

http://www.stgpresents.org/


PROGRAM OVERVIEW 2017-2018

Seattle Theatre Group (STG) completed the fourth year of the 17 week Disney Musicals In Schools (DMIS) 
program.  This year STG had a total of 15 Title I elementary schools participate in DMIS across 7 school 
districts, including the Seattle, Highline, Lake Washington, Renton, Tukwila, Monroe, and Federal Way 
school districts. 

A total of 505 students participated in this year’s program, with a total of 49 performances between all of 
the schools. A total of 10,970 community members, families, and students experienced a Disney KIDS 
musical as audience members in this year’s program. Most schools were able to raise funds to sustain 
future musical theatre productions through ticket sales, donations, and/or concessions, totaling $16,581.55 
from all 15 schools. 

STG hired 10 Teaching Artists to work in Year 1 schools. In September 2017, 3 training/professional 
development events took place for Teaching Artists and Alumni school teachers. 10 Teaching Artists 
attended the training and 25 school teachers attended the Alumni Professional Development. Year 1 
schools attended Orientation in September 2017, with 21 teachers/principals/staff members present.

Disney Musicals In Schools 2017-2018 program ended with a Student Share celebration at the Paramount 
Theatre on April 17th, 2018. Ten schools (in Years 1-4 of program) participated in the event bringing a total 
of 336 students together to perform one number from their show. Gerald Ramsey, who plays Mufasa in 
Disney’s National Tour of The Lion King, was the host. There were 1,000 audience members coming from 
various local schools, along with friends and families of the young performers.  

The following pages highlight accomplishments from our fourth year of programming.

2017 - 2018 PROJECT TIMELINE 

MAY-JULY 2017
Through an application process, 5 schools were selected to 
participate in Disney Musicals in Schools for the 2017-2018 
school year

SEPTEMBER 2017
-Teaching Artists attended training
-Year 1 schools attended Orientation
-Year 2-4 schools attended a Professional Development 
Alumni event

OCTOBER 2017-MARCH 2018
17 Weeks of after-school rehearsals facilitated by school 
teams and two STG Teaching Artists at each school

MARCH 2018
In-School performances of Disney KIDS Musicals for each 
school's community 

APRIL 17th, 2018 
Participating students performed one number from their 
musical on stage at the Paramount Theatre for the Student 
Share 

3

Thank you so much for supporting our school 
and providing us with this opportunity. We 
will continue to integrate theater arts into our 
curriculum as well as many other of the arts 
and enrichments for our students. It has 
been a wonderful experience for our entire 
school community.

-Participating Principal 



PROGRAM OVERVIEW- HISTORY 

In March 2014 Disney Theatrical group selected Seattle Theatre Group (STG) as a Disney Musicals 
In Schools partner. STG received seed money to establish the program. STG is committed to 

continue this program and currently gets funded through individual donors and grants.

In the 2014-15 program year, STG successfully engaged: 
5 Highline and Seattle District schools in the 2014-15 program year 

∙With 154 students and 25 teachers 

In the 2015-16 program year, STG successfully engaged: 
4 Highline and Seattle District schools 
- With 145 students and 25 teachers

3 Seattle District schools (participating as Alumni Schools) 
∙With 106 students and 15 teachers

In the 2016-17 program year, STG successfully engaged: 
3 Seattle, Highline, and Lake Washington District schools 

-With 116 students and 16 teachers
6 Seattle and Highline District schools (participating as Alumni Schools)

-With 218 students and 41 teachers 

In the 2017-18 program year, STG successfully engaged: 
5 Seattle, Tukwila, Federal Way, Monroe, and Renton District schools 

-With 177 students and 21 teachers
10 Seattle, Highline, and Lake Washington District schools (participating as Alumni Schools) 

-With 328 students and approximately 40 teachers 
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When the application for this program ran across my desk, many thoughts went through my head. 
How could we do this? We have never done anything like this before. How could we not do this? 
Our kids need this and it would be great for our community. I am so glad we took a leap and 
challenged ourselves this year. What an amazing learning experience. My team stretched 
themselves to do things they have never done or don’t feel extremely comfortable with. The 
community also stepped up in a huge way and we made partnerships to help ensure that this 
program would truly be sustainable in our school. Our kids came to every rehearsal thirsty to learn 
new songs and dances. All their hard work and dedication has truly paid off. I am so proud of their 
work and I hope they never forget this experience. I know that I won’t.

-Participating Teacher 



PROGRAM TEACHING ARTISTS (page 1 of 2)
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Delaney Brown

Danielle Barnum

STEVEN TRAN is a pianist, theater-maker, and teaching artist originally from Colorado 
Springs, CO. Since moving to the Seattle area, he has worked with Village Theater Kidstage, 
Seattle Rep (The Odyssey), Seattle Children's Theater (Madagascar, Jr.), ArtsWest (Sweeney 
Todd, Merrily We Roll Along), The 5th Avenue Theatre (AMT: Free Boy), and was a member 
of the 2016 Think Tank with Lucia Neare at ACT. Outside of the theater 
world, Steven performs classically, composes, and works in community outreach for 
computer science education. BA, Princeton University.

SHAKIAH DANIELSON is a self-taught hip hop instructor/choreographer and is currently the 
Artistic Director of “The Groovement,” a hip hop program based at Northwest Tap 
Connection. She began choreographing/teaching a little over 13 years ago for theater 
productions by Restoration of the Arts (ROTA), a non-profit artistic organization based out of 
South Seattle with a focus on utilizing the arts to reach at-risk youth. Shakiah takes a bold, 
passionate approach to hip-hop coupled with an eclectic blend of music to deliver fun, 
energetic, thought-provoking pieces. You never know what you’re going to get! Shakiah was 
a Teaching Artist for Robert Frost Elementary. 

BRAD WALKER is an actor, director, event entertainer, and teaching artist. Seattle born and 
raised, he is an alumnus of the University of Washington, where he studied Theatre and 
Communications. Brad has directed shows with Second Story Rep, SIS Productions, Burien 
Actors Theater, and school plays at Bryant Elementary, McDonald International, and John 
Stanford International. While Brad loves to direct, he works predominantly in theatre as an 
actor. He has performed with Book-It Rep, Taproot Theatre Company, Seattle Children’s 
Theatre, Harlequin Productions, StoryBook Theater, and he can be seen in many commercials 
and industrial videos too. A life-long fan of Disney, he couldn’t be more excited to help bring 
these shows to life with these wonderful students and teachers!

GAYNELL T. WALKER is a former elementary teacher and retired elementary principal. She 
taught Kindergarten, 4th and 6th grade and was Principal of a Title I K-6 school all in the Kent 
School District. She holds a Bachelor of Arts and Teacher Certification from the University of 
Washington. She holds a Masters of Education and Principal Certification from Seattle 
University. Currently Gaynell works with former owner and artistic director of Ewajo Centre, 
Edna Daigre, focusing on health and wellness through dance. Gaynell was a Teaching Artist 
with Madrona Elementary (Highline).

DANIELA ARMENDARIZ was born in Mission, TX, but raised in the beautiful Mexican State of 
Chihuahua and moved to the Pacific Northwest in 2001. She started dancing at a very young 
age in her father’s dance company and attended Univesidad Autónoma de Chihuahua-
Instituto de Bellas Artes (Chihuahua State University). Daniela obtained her BA in Art (Dance 
Education) when she was only 17 years old and was in many dance companies in Mexico and 
the USA. In 2009 she joined Bailadores De Bronce as a dancer and later on as a choreographer. 
In 2013 Daniela was invited to be a guest dance instructor in Herencias Mexicanas and now 
currently works as their Artistic Director and President. Daniela enjoys Mexican Folk Dance, 
sports, reading, listening to music, and spending time dancing with her 2 kids. She loves to 
share the history of all dances and show others how rich the Mexican culture is. 

*Photos from individual Teaching Artists’ photographers

http://www.nwtapconnection.org/


PROGRAM TEACHING ARTISTS (page 2 of 2)
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Delaney Brown

Danielle Barnum

KAYSY OSTROM is an actress, playwright, singer-songwriter, and teaching artist from Seattle. 
She is a graduate of SMU with a BFA in Theatre Studies and a graduate of Seattle Children 
Theatre’s TAT Lab: a teaching artist training program. You may have seen Kaysy acting around 
town with StoryBook Theatre, Secondstory Repertory and others. Her plays have been 
produced in Boise, Dallas, and New York City.  Her favorite thing to do is teach theatre! She is 
passionate about arts education and inspiring the next generation to be creative, confident, 
and collaborative. She is thrilled to be teaching with Seattle Theatre Group’s Disney Musicals In 
Schools program, Studio East, and Youth Theatre Northwest.

PETERI FALETOGO is a senior at the University of Washington pursuing her bachelor's 
degree in English and minor in Education. She hopes she can someday live her dream of 
working with children as a high school teacher. She is the director of NIU Roots (New Islands 
United), a Samoan and Tongan cultural group that helps Pacific Island kids in her local area 
connect with their roots and learn leadership skills through dance and song. She has worked 
under STG for nearly three years and has taken part in programs such as Global Party, Dance 
This, More Music, Ailey Camp, and Disney Musicals In Schools. She has also taught Samoan 
dancing at Spectrum Dance Theatre and Allegro Studios. She considers every opportunity to 
work with children an honor and hope she can do all she can to support them in their own 
dreams, no matter what they are.

MICHAELIN THOMAS is an actress, teaching artist, and media specialist from Connecticut. 
Ever since her first involvement with the stage, she’s believed that theatre has the power to 
transform lives. Before she officially moved to Seattle she graduated from Eastern Nazarene 
College with a Bachelor’s Degree in Theatre Arts and Writing. During her years at ENC she 
immersed herself in the theater arts program. She has been a children’s teaching artist for the 
CRJ: Center of Responsibility and Justice stationed in Bronxville, NY. Her recent productions 
include For Colored Girls, Honk!, Medea, Bye Bye Birdie, and A Raisin in the Sun. Last year 
she was invited to act in the New York Fringe Festival as the role of “5” in The Bible Woman’s 
Project. She wants to continue working with kids to help them find comfort in the arts and 
their own creativity. She is very excited to begin her journey working with STG’s Disney 
Musicals in Schools.

DANIELA GALLARDO is originally from Mexico. Her love for music and dancing started at a 
young age leading her to be one of the principal dancers at the music festivals in her school. 
She then got invited to create her first choreography at the age of 15 where she discovered 
her passion for teaching.  Daniela’s salsa background started in 2009 giving her the 
opportunity to dance in Canada and Mexico. Soon after, she got invited to join a team back in 
Mexico where she was able to discover new skills, which in turn led her to grow as a dancer. 
As soon as she moved to Seattle, WA, Daniela got invited to join “La Clave Cubana” team 
and right away she started performing and traveling around the US. La Clave Cubana
developed her skills as an instructor, which has given her the opportunity to share her 
knowledge and love for dancing to everyone from kids to adults. Daniela is now the Co-
Director of “La Clave Cubana” and teaches alongside Reinier Valdes at their dance academy 
and at Congresses all over the US sharing her passion and talent everywhere she goes.

AMBERLEE JOERS is a Seattle-based arts administrator, Teaching Artist, and theatre artist. 
She is the Project Manager for Seattle Theatre Group's Disney Musicals In Schools, a free 
musical theatre arts program for Title 1 elementary schools, and she works as a Broadway 
Administrator and Teaching Artist for STG as well. Her teaching credits include Seattle 
Theatre Group, Seattle Children's Theatre, Village Theatre's KIDSTAGE program, Youth 
Theatre Northwest, and Studio East, among others. Amberlee received her B.A. from 
Oklahoma State University and is a graduate of Washington's Teaching Artist Training Lab.

*Photos from individual Teaching Artists’ photographers



IMPACT: STUDENTS 

PROJECT PARTICIPATION
• After-school residencies in 5 Seattle, Monroe, Tukwila, Federal Way, and Renton public schools for 17 

weeks 
• 177 students 3-5th Grade participated as actors and/or crew members for their production 
• 21 teachers led weekly school residencies as directors, choreographers, music directors, stage managers, 

crew leaders, costume designers, production managers, etc. 
• 5 school principals supported their school team and students throughout the process 
• 10 Seattle Theatre Group Teaching Artists guided weekly school residencies 
• Approximately 1,000 guests attended the Student Share Celebration at The Paramount Theatre

STUDENT GROWTH
Through final assessments and anecdotal stories, educators involved in this program reported:
• Students felt successful, respected, and appreciated 
• Students developed leadership skills 
• Peer-to-peer collaboration improved
• Students increased their self-confidence 
• Students with physical disabilities improved in areas such as balance, body awareness and stamina 

STUDENT 
DEMOGRAPHICS

Cascade 
Elementary 
(Renton)

Frank Wagner 
Elementary 
(Monroe)

Hawthorne 
Elementary 
(Seattle)

Mark Twain 
Elementary 
(Federal Way)

Tukwila 
Elementary 
(Tukwila)

African 
American 15% 1% 25.7% 18.6% 19.9%

Hispanic 29.6% 59% 19.7% 41.5% 26.8%

White 20.1% 32.4% 27% 9.7% 13%

Asian 17.9% 1.5% 16.4% 11.3% 23.6%

Other 17.4% 6.1% 11.2% 18.9% 16.7%

Free and
Reduce Lunch 65% 67.1% 56.7% 83.9% 64.8%

English
Language 
Learner

29.8% 43.8% 26.1% 46.1% 38.2%

Special Education 15.7% 13.3% 11.1% 8.7% 10%
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When we started this process three years ago, we had no idea how popular it would become. Many of the kids 
who signed up the first year had never even seen a musical let alone starred in one. After our first show our 
schools was hooked. Kids couldn’t wait until the next year’s show. Now we have first and second graders 
eagerly awaiting their 3rd grade year when they can audition. Because of our musical program we have watched 
wall flowers bloom, reluctant readers find confidence in their reading skills and friendships that span across 
grade levels and of course the celebrity status many of our stars receive after the younger kids have seen them 
perform. Our program is a testament to the magic of theater and giving our kiddos the chance to experience 
that magic first hand has made all the hard work and months of rehearsal worth it.

-Participating Teacher



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS & MILESTONES: Year 1 Schools
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Delaney Brown

Danielle Barnum

Cascade Elementary (Renton District) held three performances of Aladdin KIDS with a cast of 31 students 
and a total of 700 audience members. A core team of 3 teachers participated in their rehearsals, with 
additional parent support for building sets, costumes, and props. Teaching Artists Daniela Gallardo and 
Amberlee Joers partnered with their team throughout the process. They raised $100.00 from ticket 
donations. 

Frank Wagner Elementary (Monroe District) held three performances of The Jungle Book KIDS with a 
cast of 21 students and a total of 800 audience members. Teaching Artists Daniela Armendariz and Kaysy
Ostrom partnered with their team throughout the process. They raised $1,100.00 from ticket donations. 

Hawthorne Elementary (Seattle District) held four performances of Aladdin KIDS with a cast of 45 
students and a total of 700 audience members. Teaching Artists Shakiah Danielson and Steven Tran 
partnered with their team throughout the process. 

Mark Twain Elementary (Federal Way District) held four performances of The Lion King KIDS with a cast 
of 35 students and a total of 650 audience members. Teaching Artists Michaelin Thomas and Peteri
Faletogo partnered with their team throughout the process. 

Tukwila Elementary (Tukwila District) held two performances of The Lion King KIDS with a cast of 45 
students and a total of 1,000 audience members. Teaching Artists Brad Walker and Gaynell Walker 
partnered with their team throughout the process. They raised $250.00 from ticket donations.

I loved walking into the building  and seeing the stage transformed into the Jungle. That was really magical. I 
love seeing the school team start to believe that this will happen and get to enjoy the success of all their hard 
work. I love watching the kids come together and shine on stage. We were able to form tighter relationships 
and help each kid really develop. This program helps me be a better teacher. It challenges me to be more 

creative, to work with less, and to maximize all my tools for classroom management.                                          
-STG Teaching Artist



Building Sustainable Theatre Programs: Year 2 Schools
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Year 2 Schools

Robert Frost Elementary (Lake Washington School District)
- Produced Aladdin KIDS
- 82 student cast members
- 6 total performances with 1,500 audience members
- Raised $7,500.00 through donations, tickets, etc.

Dunlap Elementary (Seattle School District)
- Produced The Lion King KIDS
- 21 student cast members; 4 student crew members
- 2 total performances with 475 audience members
- Raised $300.00 through donations, tickets, etc.

Madrona K-8 (Seattle School District)
- Produced The Lion King KIDS
- 16 student cast members
- 2 total performances with 450 audience members
- Raised $2,500.00 through donations, tickets, etc.

Madrona Elementary (Highline School District)
- Produced The Lion King KIDS
- 57 student cast members; 4 student crew members
- 4 total performances with 600 audience members
- Raised $450.00 through donations, tickets, etc.

We are blown away by how 
much effort and enthusiasm 
the kids put in each rehearsal 
after the long school day 
twice a week. We are so 
thankful that we have such a 
supportive community 
around us and staff here who 
have helped us ever step of 
the way! We look forward to 
what Disney Musicals In 
Schools will bring to us in the 
years to come. 

-Participating Teacher 



Building Sustainable Theatre Programs: Year 3 Schools
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Year 3 Schools

MLK Jr. Elementary (Seattle School District)
- Produced Cinderella KIDS
- 20 student cast members
- 3 total performances with 430 audience members
- Raised $80.00 through donations, tickets, etc.

McMicken Heights Elementary (Highline School District)
- Produced Aladdin KIDS
- 28 student cast members
- 3 total performances with 800 audience members
- Raised $558.55 through donations, tickets, etc.

South Shore PK-8 (Seattle School District)
- Produced The Aristocats KIDS
- 26 student cast members; 2 student crew members
- 4 total performances with 800 audience members
- Raised $1,113.00 through donations, tickets, etc.

For a number of years now, I have been attending this historic Paramount Theatre in Seattle to see amazing 
shows.  Today, I am thrilled that students from South Shore PK-8 are here to perform on this same stage 
and I’ll be able to see them.  Despite the long hours of rehearsing songs, dances and lines; facing 
challenges along the way, and working to meet deadlines, we look forward to continuing to bring quality 
theatre experiences to students at South Shore in the future and thank Disney Musicals in Schools for this 
opportunity.  The dedication and hard work of the students  was no small task.  To see teachers and 
parents pull together as a school community was a joy and uplifting as well.   

-Participating Alumni Teacher 



Continuing Sustainable Theatre Programs: Year 4 Schools
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Disney Musicals In Schools is designed as a 3 year program structure with the goal to create and set up a 
sustainable musical theatre arts program within the first 3 years. Once schools complete 3 years of 
producing musicals, they are officially “graduates” of Disney Musicals In Schools! It is our goal that school 
administrations, teachers, and the musical theatre teams feel set up for success and ready to begin 
licensing shows on their own and taking full ownership of their licensing and materials costs. Schools are 
welcome to branch outside of the Disney KIDS show options and begin venturing into the Broadway Jr. 
show options through Musical Theatre International (MTI) if they wish. We are proud of our “graduate” 
schools who successfully produced beautiful works of theatre with their students and student crews this 
year.  We will continue to look for ways to support our graduate schools and find opportunities to keep 
them connected and engaged with Seattle Theatre Group through tickets, workshops, and our other 
Education & Community Programs. 

Our school feels very honored 
to have been selected by the 
Disney Musicals in Schools 
Program 3 years ago. We were 
delighted with the opportunity 
to give our students greater 
access to the arts and provide 
them with alternate ways to 
express themselves outside of 
the school day. Without the 
grant we would never have 
been able to put on musicals 
of this caliber at our school.

-Participating Alumni Teacher 

Year 4 Schools

Emerson Elementary (Seattle school district) 
- Produced Seussical The Musical 
- 18 student cast members; 9 student crew members
- 2 total performances with 415 audience members
- Raised $1,400.00 through donations, tickets, etc. 

Van Asselt Elementary (Seattle school district)
- Produced Seussical The Musical
-25 student cast members; 5 student crew members
-4 total performances with 800 audience members
- Raised $1,600.00 through donations, ticket, etc. 

West Seattle Elementary (Seattle School district) 
- Produced The Jungle Book KIDS
- 35 student cast members; 2 student crew members
- 3 total performances with 850 audience members
- Raised $350.00 through donations, tickets, etc. 



PROFESSONAL DEVELOPMENT- SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL TEAMS
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Disney Musicals In Schools has been 
an unforgettable experience for our 
school. We have developed a 
greater sense of community within 
our school where teachers, students, 
parents, and administrators have 
gotten a chance to collaborate with 
one another to build something 
unique. It will undoubtedly leave a 
lasting mark on our school for years 
to come. 

-Participating Teacher 

Seattle Theatre Group is committed to creating opportunities for Disney 
Musicals In Schools Alumni Teams to grow their skills in teaching and 
producing musical theatre through a Professional Development Day.

STG’s Professional Development was held at The Moore Theatre and 25 
educators from 10 schools attended. All alumni school teams were invited, 
and clock hours were provided for participants. Workshops were taught by 
Disney Musicals In Schools Teaching Artists, local guest master artists, and 
participating educators with strong experiences and backgrounds in 
musical theater.  

Professional Development workshops included the following:
- Directing/Acting
- Music Directing
- Choreography

- Stage Management
- Lighting Design

- Costume/Props Design and Creation

Additionally, school teams brainstormed and connected over what they felt 
was successful in the previous year, what they’d like to improve on or 
change for the next year’s musical, and production needs such as 
fundraising ideas. School teams were encouraged to connect and share 
information in order to continue building a Disney Musicals In Schools 
community where members can share set pieces, costumes, ideas, and 
encouragement. 



STUDENT SHARE AT THE PARAMOUNT THEATRE

Student Share Celebration was held at the 
Paramount Theatre on April 17th, 2018

Gerald Ramsey (Mufasa in the National Tour of 
The Lion King), was the host with 

approximately 1,000 audience members. 
The show ended with all Year 1 School students 

performing “It Starts With a Dream” by Alan 
Menken. 

STG partnered with Melodic Caring Project to 
livestream the final share performance to youth 

in hospitals.
Student Share photos by Christopher Nelson 
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Seattle Theatre Group’s Disney 
Musicals Schools program has 
inspired students, principals, 
teachers, and families. The 
schools that participated this 
year showed an incredible 
amount of pride in the 
performances by their students! 
There was a buzz throughout the 
district to go see the shows at 
individual schools, as well as, the 
culminating event at the theatre, 
which showcased all schools in 
one night. 

-Visual and Performing Arts Manager for 
Seattle Public Schools 




