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Letter From Producer
STG welcomes you to the party! The 9th Annual “Global Party” is an astounding collection of the rich and 
diverse community that surrounds our great city of Seattle. With wonderful music and dance, you will be 
taken on a journey through beautiful, diverse cultures.

This year’s show, Simba Youth Marimba Ensemble will kick-start our journey with contemporary marimba 
music from Zimbabwe. From there we travel to Korea where you will see a traditional sword dance and 
contemporary music performed by Morning Star Korean Cultural Center. We then come back to the US to 
honor legendary American Modern dance pioneer, Donald McKayle, with choreography meant to get 
you off your feet making you feel like it’s a joyous Sunday morning at church! Along the way you will see 
performances by the State and National Award Winning Shorecrest High School Hip Hop Team with two 
high energy hip hop routines. Making their return to Global Party, Northwest Tap Connection brings us their 
unique style of dance featuring a house and tap piece. Sayaw which means “dance” in Tagolog; we are 
transported to the Philippines to experience its rich Spanish influenced culture with dances originating in 
the capital city of Manila and the surrounding coastal towns. We then travel to West Africa with Gansango
Music and Dance as they present traditional and contemporary music and dance from Benin. And finally, 
Kirsten Barron Kinney helps to conclude our journey with a Finale that is a visual scrapbook of what these 
groups have shared with one another and you, as we wrap up our evening of celebration!

Each Global Party performance is intended to bring people together and bring our audiences into greater 
relationship with diverse cultures. The performances are only complete when you arrive, take your seat, 
and join the celebration. Dance along, move with the rhythms, and enjoy the Global Party journey! 

Rex Kinney
Global Party Producer 
Dance Education & Performance Manager 
Seattle Theatre Group



STG Mission
Making Performances and arts education in the Pacific Northwest 
enriching, while keeping Seattle’s historic Paramount, Moore and 
Neptune Theatres healthy and vibrant.

About Education
Seattle Theatre Group Education and Community Programs extend 
beyond The Paramount, Moore and Neptune Theatre stages and into 
the lives of the greater Seattle community. STG offered over 210 
programs last seasons impacting 54,000 students and community 
members from diverse ages and background. 

These Programs:
ü Deepen significance to performances through opportunities to 

engage with artists
ü Inspire youth and local artists through training and performance 

opportunities
ü Provide exposure to the arts through access initiatives 

ABOUT STG



Traditional Filipino
u Presented by Sayaw

Filipino folk dance started as a way for the culture to 
thank the gods for natural events such as rain and 
harvest. These dances were performed during festivals 
and other ceremonies. There are many different types of 
dances, some of them include, Palok, Lumagen and 
Takiling. Some instruments that accompany 
performances include a gangsa (a small copper gong), 
a tobtob (brass gong) and a hibat (a gong played with 
soft wooden stick). For other pieces, dancers generate 
their own music with hand clapping and stomping.

Sayaw Filipino Folk Dance Troupe is a student-based 
performing arts dance group of the Filipino American Student 
Association at the University of Washington. Taking the name 
from a Filipino word meaning "dance”, Sayaw shares and 
celebrates the stories of the rich heritage and culture of the 
Philippines through the artistic expression of dance. While 
striving to give Filipino Americans the opportunity to gain 
knowledge and awareness of their cultural heritage, Sayaw
has also grown into a great community resource to learn and 
appreciate traditional Filipino culture, art, folklore, and history.

Sayaw

About Genre/Performer



Hip Hop
u Presented by Shorecrest HS Hip Hop
Hip hop dance grew out of, and is primarily performed to, hip hop music, which originated in the Bronx in the 
1970s. Though it incorporates pieces of modern, tap, swing, and African dancing, hip hop alone uses 
movements such as breaking, locking, and popping. Several varieties of dance have evolved from hip hop, 
both on the street and in the studio. Some of these styles include: jerkin’, krumping, new style, and jazz-funk. 
A unique characteristic of hip hop dance is its incorporation of improvisation and free style dance, 
commonly seen in its competitions, referred to as “battles.”

Shorecrest High School Hip Hop Team
The Shorecrest High School Hip Hop Team’s purpose is 
to promote diversity by utilizing Hip Hop dance as their 
medium. While learning teamwork, responsibility and 
dance, the team develops camaraderie while 
learning the importance of community. Established in 
1993, the program celebrates its 25th year in 2018. The 
program includes a JV and Varsity Competition Team 
consisting of 40 high school students. Returning to 
perform for Global Party, the Varsity Team brings a list 
of accolades of achievements including 14 District 
Titles from 2004-2017, 8 State Championship Titles and 
3 National Titles. The team is under the direction of Rex 
Kinney. 

About Genre/Performer



Korean Music and Dance
u Presented by Morning Star Korean Cultural Center
Traditional Korean dances can be represented in various forms, such as court, folk, ritual, and new 
traditional dance. Korean dance shares similarities with other styles of Korean dances by using 
contemporary and lyrical styles. In these types of dances, performers have to recreate fluid motions that 
surge through traditional music that dancers perform to. These dances are typically performed with 
traditional drums and flutes. 

Morning Star Korean Cultural Center was 
founded in 1985 with the purpose of teaching 
Korean dance, music, and heritage to 
promote awareness and encourage cultural 
exchange. Today, Morning Star offers diverse 
programs and services to enrich lives through 
artistic expression, educational opportunities, 
and cultural appreciation. Morning Star 
performs locally and throughout the world as 
cultural ambassadors in this global era.

Morning Star Korean Cultural Center

About Genre/Performer



West African
u Presented by Gansango

African culture incorporates music and dance into their 
everyday life; both are considered inseparable. Traditionally, 
dance in Africa occurs collectively in a community setting. It 
expresses the life of the community more than the mood of an 
individual. The sound and the rhythm of the drum express the 
mood of the people. The drum is the sign of life; its beat is the 
heartbeat of the community. Such is the power of the drum to 
evoke emotions, to touch the souls of those who hear its 
rhythms. 

About Genre/Performer

Gansango Music & Dance presents traditional and contemporary 
dance and music from West Africa – drawing on the stunning 
talent of local and international multicultural dancers and 
musicians. Gansango is directed by Etienne Cakpo, originally from 
Benin and now a choreographer and teacher based in Seattle, 
Washington. Gansango company collaborating artists perform 
regularly in the Seattle area, nationally and internationally for 
audiences of all ages. The company performances fuse music 
and movement from across the African continent, drawing 
heavily from the dance and music traditions of Benin, Ghana and 
Togo, among other countries. 

Gansango



House and Tap
u Presented by Northwest Tap Connection
House dance is a social dance primarily danced to house music that has roots in the clubs of Chicago and 
of New York. House dance is often improvised and emphasizes fast and complex foot-oriented steps combined 
with fluid movements in the torso, as well as floor work. The major source in house dance movement stems directly 
from the music and the elements within the music such as African, Latin, soul, R&B, funk and hip hop.

About Genre/Performer

Northwest Tap Connection (NTC) is a race and 
social justice dance studio that was founded 
and deeply rooted in rhythm tap.  In addition 
to tap, NTC cultivates a broad spectrum of 
dance styles, such as African, jazz, modern, 
ballet, swing, ballroom, and hip-hop 
into its curriculum and performances. NTC is 
dedicated to developing the whole dancer 
through a love of dance, personal discipline, 
respect for the community, respect for fellow 
dancers and artists, and a knowledge of 
the history of various art forms. NTC fosters an 
environment where dancers can grow 
artistically and technically, while 
also developing self-esteem, leadership skills 
and social responsibility. Northwest Tap 
Connection has been partnering with STG for 
over 15 years.

Northwest Tap Connection

Tap dance is a form of dance characterized by using the sounds of tap shoes striking the floor as a form of 
percussion. Two major variations on tap dance exist: rhythm (jazz) tap and Broadway tap. Broadway tap focuses 
on dance; it is widely performed in musical theater. Rhythm tap focuses on musicality, and practitioners consider 
themselves to be a part of the Jazz tradition. 



Northwest Tap Connection

DANI TIRRELL (HOUSE) is an artist, performer, 
choreographer and dance educator.  Dani has 
danced with Jazz and Spirit Dance Theater of Detroit, 
Monroe Ballet Company, Full Circle Dance Company, 
Natural Locz Dance Company and Dani Tirrell 
Dance. May 2017 Dani along with co-producer Amy 
O’Neal created Seattle House Dance Project, the first 
ever 4 day House dance festival in Seattle. Dani is 
currently teaching at Northwest Tap Connection and 
Massive Monkees Studio: The Beacon. Mr. Tirrell 
participated in STG’s Night’s at the Neptune.

MELBA AYCO (Ms. Melba) spent the majority of her life in an 
environment where she was familiar with three types of people—
“black, white, and foreigners.” A not so easy journey, marked by 
segregation, the defense of her self-identity, and the redefining of her 
destiny, landed Ms Melba in her current chapter of life in Seattle, 
Washington. The determined Louisiana native, who decided in 7th 
grade to never be “The Help,” dedicates her life to closing the gap for 
underserved youth, especially youth of color in Seattle. Melba Ayco
received the District 2, 2017 MLK Medal of Distinguished Service from 
the Metropolitan King County Council and 2017 Celebrating Our 
Queens Community Builder Award from the Africatown – Central 
District.

About Genre/Performer

u Artistic Director

u Choreographers
SHAINA PROCTOR (TAP) was born in Seattle, WA. She 
has studied all types of dance but her main focus is tap 
dancing. She studied under the Dr. Darrlyn Smith. 
Currently she is a teacher at Northwest Tap 
Connection. She has performed at many venues: 
Minneapolis Tap Festival, Chicago Human Rhythm 
Project, and Tap City: The New York City Tap Festival, 
LA Tap Festival, and Seattle’s Annual Dance This: 2003 –
2006, Intiman’s Theater Black Nativity and Dancing with 
the Stars.



Marimba Music
u Presented by Simba Youth Marimba Ensemble

Marimba is an African musical style that’s name was 
inspired by a unique percussion instrument. The Marimba 
instrument consists of a set of wooden bars that are struck 
by a mallet to produce various musical tones. The 
Marimba is often compared to the xylophone, however it 
produces broader and lower tones that reflect the 
sounds of many African societies. Marimba musical 
performances are filled with energy and captivating 
sounds that excite audiences of all ages and 
backgrounds. 

About Genre/Performer

Simba Youth Marimba 
Ensemble has been 
together for about 8 years 
with members ranging in 
ages from 13-18. The group 
has performed throughout 
Washington and Oregon 
under the direction of 
Sheree Seretse

Simba Youth 
Marimba 
Ensemble



Modern
u Donald McKayle’s “Shaker Life” From the Final 

segment of “Songs of the Disinherited” 1972 
Donald McKayle, born in East Harlem, is an American Modern dancer, 
choreographer, teacher, director and writer best known for creating socially 
conscious concert works during the 1950’s and '60s that focus on expressing 
the human condition and more specifically, the black experience in America. 
His talents extend beyond the concert stage as McKayle has also performed 
and choreographed for Broadway musicals, theatre, television, and film. He 
has worked with many choreographers such as Martha Graham, Alvin Ailey, 
Anna Sokolow, and Merce Cunningham. A Tony Award and Emmy Award 
nominee, McKayle is currently a Professor of Dance, Modern Technique and 
Choreography, at UC Irvine, in the Claire Trevor School of the Arts Dance 
Department. He has served on the faculties of Connecticut College, Sarah 
Lawrence College, and Bennington College.

Featured choreography of “Shaker Life”, 
a joyous entry into the spiritual life of the 
Black church. It is an ebullient and 
enrapturous assembly.

About Genre/Performer



Creative & Technical Team
FINALE CHOREOGRAPHER
• Kirsten Barron Kinney graduated cum laude from the University of California, Irvine where 

she earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Choreography and in Dance Performance. While 
attending UCI, she was a member of Donald McKayle’s modern company Etude 
Ensemble and Fresno Ballet. She has taught, choreographed, and performed in the 
Seattle Area for the past 20 years, as well as traveling to set pieces all over the West 
Coast. Kirsten's dance background includes Ballet, Modern, Contemporary, Lyrical, Jazz, 
Tap, and Hip Hop. Currently, she teaches full-time at Gotta Dance and is the director of 
the performing team. Kirsten enjoys teaching and collaborating with her husband Rex 
Kinney, and co-producing Shorecrest Hip Hop’s “Physical Poetry”. Kirsten is excited to be 
a part of the “Global Party” again this year!

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Robert J Aguilar is the managing director and resident lighting designer of Contemporary 
Classics. He is the lighting design associate for Seattle Repertory Theatre. Recent designs: 
Pride and Prejudice, The Odyssey (Seattle Rep), Dragon Lady, BBQ (Intiman), The Legend of 
Georgia McBride, Alex and Aris (ACT). Other local credits: A Raisin in the Sun, Dry Powder, 
Lizard Boy, I Am My Own Wife, Of Mice and Men, The K of D (Seattle Rep); Wedding Band 
and Angels in America (Intiman Theatre Festival); Alex and Aris and Daisy (ACT); The Pajama 
Game, How to Succeed in Business... and Jasper in Deadland (The 5th Avenue Theatre); The 
Cherry Orchard and Three Sisters (The Seagull Project); Trails (Village Theatre); Next to Normal 
(Contemporary Classics); A Crack in Everything (zoe|juniper). Regional Credits include: 
Dancing at Lughnasa (Tantrum Theatre); Full Gallop (The Old Globe); Seven Spots on the Sun 
(Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park)

STAGE MANAGER
Jessi Wasson is excited to join the Global Party team once again. Jessi has stage managed 
More Music at the Moore 3 times and has worked at the 5th Avenue Theatre, Intiman, 
Seattle Children's Theatre, ACT Theatre, Village Theatre, Seattle Shakespeare, and more. 
She holds a BA in Stage Management from Willamette University and an MA in Performing 
Arts Administration from New York University. She is the Development Director at Youth 
Theatre Northwest and enjoys hiking in the woods with her dog.



Activity 1
Risk Level: medium
Grades: Teens

Global Exploration
• Students pick a piece of paper from a hat that has a country’s name on it
• Have each student, either individually or in pairs, research the music and 

dance traditions of that country
• Have the students present their findings to the class through movement

Shakedown
• 1. Everyone stands in a circle. 
• 2. Starting with the right arm, shake it energetically counting down loudly 

“TEN, NINE, EIGHT, SEVEN, etc.”
• 3. Then immediately go to the left arm, shake it energetically counting down 

loudly.
• 4. Then to the right leg and left leg.
• 5. Immediately go back to the right arm, shaking energetically, but counting 

down from “NINE, EIGHT, SEVEN, etc.”
• 6. Repeat until down to “ONE” for each arm and leg.
• 7. Then shake down entire body with a loud sound.

Activity 2
Risk Level: low
Grades: All



Party Quirks
u 1. Select Person A to be The HOST of the party.

u 2. Pick a theme for the party (Ex. Global Party, Disney Party, etc)

u 3. The HOST (person A) leaves the room.

u 4. Pick 4-5 people to be The GUESTS. The rest of the class will pick characters 
that The GUESTS will play (Ex. Dancer, Musician, Aladdin, Simba, etc)

u 5. The HOST can then come back into the room and start preparing for their 
party in the space.

u 6. The teacher will say “Ding Dong!” to signal guests to enter the party. It is the 
guest’s job to stay in character so that The HOST can guess who they are.

u 7. The game is over when The HOST has guessed every guest’s identity.

Activity 3
Risk Level: medium
Grades: 5th and above



UPCOMING STUDENT 
MATINEES

$8 Tickets / $5 for Title 1 Schools

More Music @ The Moore
75 minute performance for Grades 3-12

Friday, March 16, 2018 at 11:00 am at The Moore Theatre

Disney Musicals In Schools Student Share Celebration
60 minute performance for Grades K-8

Tuesday, April 17, 2018 at 12:00 pm at The Paramount Theatre
FREE

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
60 minute lecture/demonstration for Grades 3-12

Friday, April 27, 2018, 2018 at 11:00 am at The Moore Theatre

Silent Film Era Matinee
60 minute lecture/demonstration for Grades 3-12

Monday, April 30, 2018, 2018 at 11:00 am at The Paramount Theatre
FREE

DANCE This
75-minute performance for All Ages 

Friday July 13, 2018 at 1:00pm at The Paramount Theatre 
$7 ticket for all 

For more information about all STG Education and Community 
Programs, including our frequently updated calendar, please visit 

stgpresents.org/education  

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS DEPARTMENT

Vicky Lee
Director of Education & Performance 

Programs

Sarah Strasbaugh
Community Programs Manager

Marisol Sanchez-Best
Education Programs Manager

Rex Kinney
Dance Education & Performance Manager

Martin Sepulveda
Special Artistic Projects Manager

Shawn Roberts
AileyCamp Director & Dance for PD Program 

Manager

Alexis Ramirez
Education & Community Programs Assistant

STG Young Ambassadors Coordinator

Andrea Freed & Aviona Rodriguez-Brown
Education Interns


